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Abstract

This presentation is on the level of targeting in public health policies directed to pregnant women and children under 4 in Argentina. The study is based on information on antenatal care, attended delivery, visits to doctors, medicines and hospitalizations from two Living Standards Measurement Surveys (1997 and 2001). The results suggest that although health public programs are pro-poor, incidence changes in the last 5 years have been pro-rich due to two different factors: a substantial reduction in the fertility rate of poor couples, and an increase in the use of public facilities by wealthier households, likely triggered by the economic crisis that Argentina has suffered since 1998. 

Subsidies to antenatal care in public facilities are highly pro-poor. In 1997 more than 40% of total beneficiaries of this program belonged to the first quintile of the income distribution. The share of beneficiaries from the top quintile was around 2%. This pro-poor pattern is basically the consequence of a greater concentration of children under 2 in the bottom tail of the distribution, and a choice of public facilities significantly decreasing in income. The degree of targeting of the public subsidy to antenatal care decreased between 1997 and 2001. This change seems to be mostly the consequence of a reduction in the share of children under 2 in the bottom quintile, and the increase in the use of public facilities in mid and high-income households. Similar results hold for attended deliveries, visits to doctors, free delivery of medicines, and hospitalizations.
