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Abstract

Background:  While ITN coverage rates remain low in most of Africa (<5%), particularly amongst the poorest groups, measles vaccination campaigns routinely achieve high and equitable coverage (>90%).  We linked ITN distribution to a measles vaccination campaign to determine if this approach could achieve high and equitable coverage for ITNs. 

Methods:  In December 2002 a single district in Ghana was targeted with a week-long measles campaign aimed at children 9 months to 15 years of age.  ITNs were distributed at the time of vaccination.  A similar but more extensive effort occurred in Zambia in July 2003. Pre-campaign coverage was assessed by surveys done at the time of the campaign.  Five-months post distribution, a two-stage cluster survey assessed ITN coverage, retention, and use.  Both surveys assessed household wealth through an asset inventory.

Findings:   Five months post distribution; caretakers in Ghana reported that 93.2% of their children 9 months to 5 years of age were vaccinated during the campaign,   94.4% of households were observed to have an ITN in the home, and 68.3% were observed to have a net hung over a bed.  In Ghana, the increase in net coverage for the poorest wealth quintile was 602%, while for the richest quintile it was “only” 367%. The equivalent figures for Zambia were 343% and 48%. The operational cost was $0.32 per ITN delivered in Ghana, and $0.36 in Zambia.

Interpretation:   These findings suggest that linking ITN distribution to measles campaigns may be an important opportunity to achieve high and equitable ITN coverage.
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