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Abstract

Immunization is known to be a highly cost effective public health intervention. Therefore, ensuring equity in basic immunization services is important for improving health outcomes among the poor.  Like most developing countries, public sector is the primary provider immunization services in India. Using two nationally representative studies - National Family Health Survey (NFHS) and Reproductive and Child Health Surveys (RCH) - the present study reviews the trends in immunization services in urban and rural India.  The preliminary findings suggest that there has been only a marginal improvement in basic immunization coverage for children. What is worrisome is the increasing inequities among rural poor observed between two rounds of NFHS.  Studying inequities in two states, the paper discusses two approaches to reduce inequities - improving averages or targeting to reach poorest.  

