Select Bibliography

W. Anderson


Reality Isn’t What It Used to Be


Great introduction to the philosophy behind the post-modern world.

Walter Benjamin

Illuminations 

Collection of essays by the famous German philosopher and his essay in the Storyteller.

Homi K Bhabha (ed)

Nation and Narration  

Describes how nations are narrative constructions.

Wayne Booth


The Rhetoric of Fiction

How novels work on us.

Peter Brooks

Reading for the Plot
For writers and readers.

Jerome Bruner 

Actual Minds, Possible Worlds

The Culture of Education 


Excellent for teachers.

R. Coles


The Call of Story


An oldie but goodie by the Harvard expert on children and morality.

Evan Cornog

The power and the story-How the crafted Presidential narrative has determined political success

A good guide to how narrative shapes candidates and elections.

Steve Denning


The Springboard: How storytelling ignites action in knowledge-era organizations


A guide to building stories that act as springboards to action.,

T. Eagleton

Literary Theory
He has recently written a book called After Theory so he has had second thoughts. A solid read.

Michel Foucault


Discipline and Punish


For justice and power issues. Foucault is the “darling” of the New Left.

A.  Frank


The Wounded Storyteller


Excellent for professional caretakers, nurses and doctors.

Neal Gabler 

Life the Movie 

How we use movie narratives to structure our lives how film can overtake 

reality.

Kenneth Gergen
Realities and Relationships: Soundings in Social Construction 
Great collection of essays on story form and social construction theory.

Natalie Goldberg



Writing Down the Bones

Very practical writing exercises.

Annis Hammond, Andrea B. Mayfield


Naming Elephants: How to surface undiscussables for greater organizational success
Presents ways to bring out the things no one talks bout in an open forum. 

Michael Hanne


The Power of Story-Fiction and Political Change
Describes the power of famous American stories and writers to change their society--i.e., stories of Emancipation and Harriett Beecher Stowe. 

J. Hillman


The Soul’s Code

The old Jungian manages to throw a spanner into the works of developmental psychology and family therapy.  Provocative as are all his works. He has a new one called The Love of War.
David Ho lman and Richard Thorpe

Management and Language

How managers would view their role if they thought of themselves as authors-a collection of essays from writers mainly from the UK.

R. Josselson


Revising Herself: The Story of Women’s’ Identity from College to Midlife

An impressive body of research about women’s stories.

Thomas H. Kean

The 9/11 Report

Read this report and notice how even government reports-that are supposed to be boring- are told as unfolding stories. Also, note how they name the fatal flaw. It isn’t lack of security but “Lack of imagination.” We didn’t have a story to make the act of terror even remotely understandable let alone predictable.

Robert Kegan and Lisa Lahey

How the way we talk can change the way we work

Paying attention to language and the architecture of conversations in an organization. Gives you some listening skills to reframe a conversation into a story of agency and responsibility.

Phillip Knightley

The First Casualty-“In War the first….”

Given we are awash in war stories, Knightley’s analysis of war reporting is disturbing in that every war is a battle of stories and we are never likely to hear the truth.

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson

Metaphors we Live 
Classic study of language and how metaphor effects how we imagine reality and act on it.

A.  Lester


Hope in Pastoral Care and Counseling


Narrative ideas in pastoral work.  An exciting synthesis.  

James D. Ludema, Diana Whitney, Bernard J. Mohr, and Thomas J. Griffin


The Appreciative Inquiry Summit: A practitioner’s guide for leading large-group change. 
A detailed description of working with entire organizations to affect change in the appreciative manner. 

D. MacAdam


The Stories We Live By


Backed by solid research.

Martin McQuillan (ed)

The Narrative Reader  

A current anthology of essays on narrative.

Gary Morson 

Narrative Freedom: The shadows of Time 
Great study of the contribution of the Russian writers to narrative understanding. The influence of Mikhal Bakhtin is huge in narrative practice, even if unacknowledged and Morton is a great populariser of this thinker who wrote about the “Dialogical Imagination.”

J. Murray


Hamlet on the Holodeck: The Future of Narrative in Cyberspace 



Does the web have an influence on how we tell stories?

Barbara Myerhoff
Number our Days by 
A classic study of story work done with an ageing Jewish community in California.

Hilde Nelson (ed)


Stories and their Limits: Narrative Approaches to Bioethics.  

A penetrating study of narrative in medical practice.

June and William Noble

Steal this Plot: A Writer's Guide to Story Structure and Plagiarism

The title tells us enough.
Alan Parry and Robert Doan


Story revisions: Narrative Therapy in the Post Modern World

A good primer of narrative methods as used by family therapy.
Ken Plummer


Telling Sexual Stories: Power change and social worlds 
A powerful expose of how we tell our selves thru sexual narratives.

Erving Pollster
Every Person is Worth a Novel 
The title says it all.

Terry Pratchett

The Globe-The Science of Discworld II

Pratchett is not just for Sci-fi fans. This book is an amazing and amusing primer on narrative method.

W. Randall



The Stories We Are


The clearest general overview of narrative as a way of thinking about life.

Paul Ricoeur


Time and Narrative, Vols 1-3


The leading French philosopher on narrative. Heavy going but solid.

Kevin Roberts


Lovemarks: The future beyond brands

About listening to the market. 

Roy Schaeffer

Retelling A  Life

A psychologist re-interprets Freud into a narrative framework.

Sanford Schram and Phillip Neisser (eds)


Tales of State-Narrative in Contemporary US Politics and Public Policy
A good introduction to the power of story in political life.

Susan Scott

Fierce Conversations

Achieving Success at work and in life one conversation at a time

Another book that focuses on language and how we use it to create a climate of trust and truth.

Annette Simmons

The Story Factor

A fine description of the use of story in organizations. Her first chapter is a beauty.

Donald Spence

Narrative Truth and Historical Truth

Discusses the debate between what story true and what story is true to life and the difference.

Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry
The Universe Story
Why the new understanding of our environment and universe needs a new story—and is still trapped in the old one. 

Arnold Weinstein

A Scream Goes trough the House-How Literature teaches us about life

A wonderfully written book by a literature professor of why the classic stories and plots matter. A treat.

Hadyn White

The Content and the Form-Narrative Discourse and Historical Representation

White is a leading historiographer who uses narrative to interpret approaches to history.

Diana Whitney and Amanda Trosten-Bloom


The Power of Appreciative Inquiry: A practical guide to positive change


Reference to this approach and the role of story within it. 

John Winslade and Gerald Monk
Narrative Mediation: A New Approach to Conflict resolution

A fresh look at conflict from a narrative view.
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