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Abstract: This case study elicits the changes brought about in the Russian Far East by the Muraviovka
Park, the first private, non-commercial nature protected territory in Russia. The objective of the Park is to
create a better environment for wildlife and to improve the quality of life for the people, through changes
in land use practices. For this purpose, with international funding, the Amur Program of a non-
governmental organization, the Socio-Ecological Union, in 1994 leased over 13,000 acres of land and
wetlands for wildlife protection, environmental education and sustainable development. After becoming
an independent private, non-commercial organization in 1996, the Park has gone on to purchase more
land and build a Demonstration Farm, Education Center and living facilities. The Park’s programs have
been instrumental in bringing about a change in the attitude of local people towards sustainable
agriculture, and have contributed tremendously to the preservation of the region’s biodiversity,
particularly the bird population. This unique experiment has been replicated in other parts of the Amur
region and has potential for further expansion.
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